
 
December 14, 2020  
 
 
Dearest St. Mary’s Family 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe, in good health, and enduring these 
unsettling days of quarantine with faith and hope. This historic COVID pandemic has 
required us all to make enormous sacrifices to protect the health of our community. I 
pray you and your family are adjusting to these circumstances and that you are 
experiencing the comfort of God’s faithful presence every day. 
 
Lisa, Pepper and I have settled in nicely. Despite the obstacle of separation, we are 
meeting as many people as we can and finding new ways to open ourselves, our lives 
and our ministry to the community. 

 
As a new Rector there is an excitement this time of year which circles not only around 
the movement of Advent into the Feast of the Nativity, but the excitement of the first 
“Pastoral Christmas Letter.” I have to be honest this letter has been on my mind for 
quite some time. Yet I find my words inadequate for the times in which we live, still I am 
reminded: 

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a savior has been 
born for you who is Christ and Lord.” 
 
These words of the angel to the shepherds are meant for us. The story of Jesus’ 
birth is familiar to all of us, but it’s good for us to reflect on the meaning of that birth.  
 
The Advent waiting, we experienced for the past four weeks and quite frankly, over 
this period of quarantine and separation, pales in comparison to the centuries that 
human beings waited for a reason for hope. Perspective is always good. The people 
in Isaiah’s day through to the days of Jesus waited for the Messiah in the midst of 
violence, slavery, oppression, occupation by a foreign power, and poverty. The 
people longed for God’s promised Messiah to come and set them free. Perhaps they 
were inspired and heartened to hear Isaiah’s description of the Messiah: Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.   
 
It has been a difficult year, but hidden in the mire of distractions, illness and isolation 
is God’s presence, God’s grace and God’s promise. We have all experienced these 
days differently with different challenges to our everyday lives, yet still we remain 
connected through our Baptism, through our community and yes, through Christ.  



Though it has been a challenge to get to know everyone personally, I am encouraged 
by your support and good will toward one another. Yes, there is HOPE, there is LOVE, 
there is the living Christ among us here at St. Mary’s. I see it in the way our leadership 
has joined together with conscious footsteps to ensure everyone’s spiritual well being 
and physical safety, I see it in our Thrift Shop leaders and employees who 
persevered, I see it in our outreach with the Branches and its growth in the county, I 
see it in the connection we have with other congregations and yes, I see it in all of 
you who continue to remain steadfast in prayer for one another.  This Christmas I am 
Hopeful; I am Grateful, and I am Excited for the future we share together. 
 
May God’s blessings of Peace, Good Will, and Happiness be with you and yours this 
Christmas season and always. 
 
 
Love and Peace, 
 

Mo. Allison+ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


