
 

The Sixth Sunday in Easter  

With Prayers for Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021 

Holy Eucharist Rite II

 
 

 

 

The Rev. Allison Burns-LaGreca, Rector 
The Rev. Glenn Matis, Interim Organist 

Mr. Thomas M. Werkheiser, Guitarist/Musician 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
9425 Third Ave., Stone Harbor, NJ 08247 

 
 

www.StMarysStoneHarbor.org   609-368-5922 



Sixth Sunday of Easter, May 9, 2021                               The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

 

Entrance Rite 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
 

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain   (Noël nouvelet) (H 204) 

 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

  

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 356) 
The following is said, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass 

our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving 

you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all 

that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 



speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 

the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days.  

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 98 
Remain seated. 

 1Sing to the LORD a new song, * 

  for he has done marvelous things. 

 2With his right hand and his holy arm * 

  has he won for himself the victory. 

 3The LORD has made known his victory; * 

  his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 4He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 

  and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 5Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 6Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 7With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

  shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

 8Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 

  the lands and those who dwell therein. 

 9Let the rivers clap their hands, * 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

  when he comes to judge the earth. 

 10In righteousness shall he judge the world * 

  and the peoples with equity. 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
The people remain seated. 

A Reading from the First letter of John. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love 

of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 



victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 

the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 

the Spirit is the truth. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

[Jesus said to his disciples,] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 

abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete. 

 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You 

are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any 

longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have 

heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 

you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you 

may love one another.” 

  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON (BCP p. 358)   The Rev. Allison Burns-LaGreca 
 



THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359) 
All remain standing. 

We pray for your faithful people and our leaders, that your love may be the 

foundation of their common lives and at the heart of their ministry. 

Teach us to abide in your love. 



We pray for your world filled with creatures and spectacular plant life and 

grandeur beyond words. 

Teach us to care for it with love. 
 

We pray for the peoples of the world and honor them as those you have made and 

cherish. 

Teach us to reach out to them 

with respect and love. 
 

We pray for healing for those among us who are ailing, aching, or anxious. 

Teach us to respond to their needs with love. 
 

We pray for those who are at the end of their earthly lives, and for those who 

have recently entered eternal life. 

Teach us to remember them with love. 
 

Uphold us by the riches of your grace, loving God. May your lessons of love 

continue to inspire and guide us as we move through this world and into the next. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 



THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

Announcements 

 

For an Anniversary 

O God, You have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented 

the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church; Send therefore your blessing 

upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 

faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 

haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

                                           Julie & Henry Schellenger 

For a Birthday 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. 

as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

                                      Betty Lou Darley, Dean Blair, Jr. 

 

A Prayer for Mothers 

 

Loving God, look gently upon mothers of newborn and young children, give them 

energy, patience, gentleness and happiness in these fleeting days of sticky hands, 

messy houses and ever flowing laundry. 

 

Bless mothers who are raising school aged children and teenagers, give them 

peace and joy in parenting in moments that seem both hard and wonderful all at 

the same time. 

 

Bless mothers who from afar watch and wonder about their adult children, give 

them perspective and wisdom as their children make choices and live their own 

lives. 

 

Healing God, comfort all people who mourn the absence of their mother today 

from death or illness or because of broken and challenging relationships. 



Comfort those who had hoped to be mothers but have been unable to do so and 

those who continue to hope to become mothers. 

 

Ever present God, embrace and comfort those mothers who mourn over the loss 

of their own children . 

 

Gracious God, help us to recognize all the women who have guided us and loved 

us like mothers, shining forth as an example of the deepness of the love you offer 

each of your beloved children. 

 

Bless us and keep us today in that love and always. In your name we pray. Amen. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice 

to God. Ephesians 5:2 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  
 

Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness (Finnian) (H 492) 
 



 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 
The People stand. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, 

and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and 

by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

 



SANCTUS (BCP p. 367) 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 368) 
The People stand. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from 

evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 

to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his 

command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 369) 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 



We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 

may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 

Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, 

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 

subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 

Mary, Joseph and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 



DISTRIBUTION (BCP p. 365) 
The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 
 

 Let Us Break Bread Together (LEVAS 152) 
 



 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING (BCP p. 366) 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

Life is short and we have too little time to gladden the hearts of those who travel 

the way with us. So, be swift to love and make haste to be kind….and may the 

blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and 

always. 

 



POST-COMMUNION HYMN 
  

Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing (Sicilian) (H 344) 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Greeter:  William Haines 

Reader:  Lawrence Schmidt 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Ann Albright in loving memory of her family 

 


